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V.K.Subburaj L.A.S,

Principal Secretary to Government,
Health & Family Welfare Department
Secretariat, Chennai - 600 009.

PREFACE

The concept of public health was born in England during 1840. While public health made rapid strides in the
western world, its progress has been slow in the developing countries including India where the main health problems
continue to be those faced by the western world 100 years ago. In the history of public health, 4 distinct phases
Disease Control Phase (1880-1920), Health Promotional Phase (1920 - 1960), Social Engineering Phase (1960 -
1980) and Health for all Phase (1981 - 2000) may be demarcated.

The Directorate of Public Health and Preventive Medicine was formed during 1923 in Tamil Nadu with the
objectives of provision of maternal and child health care to the rural and urban people and for prevention and control
of communicable diseases. Now, the National Rural Health Mission is supplementing from 2005 onwards with the
main objectives of reducing Infant Mortality Rate to 30/1000 live births, reducing Maternal Mortality Rate to less
than 100/1 lakh live births, reducing Total Fertility Rate to 2.1 etc. Though Tamil Nadu has achieved the objects, by
reducing the IMR to 31/1000 live births, MMR to 79/1 Lakh live births and Total Fertility Rate to 1.6, it is working

for the further reduction of these vital indicators.

In the Public Health and Preventive Medicine Department, a strong Monitoring Wing viz. the State Bureau of
Health Intelligence is doing the qualitative monitoring of various vital health indicators and their improvements
periodically. With this strong setup, the Public Health Department is able to monitor the implementation of various
Health Programmes qualitatively and effectively in the State. Many Institutional Area coverage reports including

NRHM /RCH II have been made online in this department successfully.

This is the first time that the department releases the Annual Public Health Administration Report which adds
a feather to their cap. The Report contains all the vital information related to health viz. Administration, Health
Facilities, Demographic, Socio economic indicators, various survey results, Performances under all the state and

National health Programmes including Charts and Diagrams etc.,.

I hope this Report will be more useful and beneficial for the district / state level Programme managers in
planning various Health Interventions. I extend my appreciation to the Director and the SBHI wing for having taken

this nobel effort to publish this most valuable report for the first time in the Public Health Department.

Y s

(V.K.Subburaj)



Girija Vaidyanathan, I.A.S

Principal Secretary / Special Commissioner

for Maternal, Child Health & Welfare

Project Director, Reproductive and Child Health Project
Mission Director, SRHM, State Health Society - Tamil Nadu

FOREWORD

Information is a critical resource in understanding challenges, identifying gap areas and ensuring efficient
implementation of public health programs which address the health needs of the people of the Slate. The National
Rural Health Mission (NRHM) places great importance on creating reliable data bases and ensuring the quality of
data through data triangulation, intelligent analysis and feedback to the stakeholders. Wide ranging changes are
being put in place in the Health Management Information System, both at the National and State level, as a result of
the NRHM initiatives-moving from paper reporting to web based information that is both timely and accurate
Emphasis is also being placed on making this data available for policy planners, field functionaries and the general
public. It is, therefore, important that all data related to hearth be collected, collated, compiled, analyzed,

interpreted and stored for effective retrieval.

This report, being brought out by the Public Health Department and supported by NRHM, will no doubt play an
important role in improving the quality of health data available and ensuring its dissemination. The report also
discusses the important programmes and innovations carried out by the Public Health Department under State
Government schemes as well as the National Rural Health Mission. I take this opportunity to place on record my
appreciation for Dr. Elango, DPH&PM and his team of officers and staff of the State Bureau of Health and

Intelligence for their contribution and efforts in bringing out this report.

et Ve
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Dr. S. Elango, MD, DPH, DIH
Director of Public Health and Preventive Medicine, Tamilnadu
Chennai - 600 006.

FOREWORD

An updated database is essential for proper planning, decision making, monitoring and evaluation of various
health programmes and health sector developments. To achieve this objective, the State Bureau of Health
Intelligence (SBHI) of this Directorate has prepared the Annual Public Health Administration Report (APHAR)
which focuses on several health indicators over the years.

The Public Health Administration Report 2008-09 is the first report the Directorate of Public Health &
Preventive Medicine has brought for the reference of the Decision makers, Researchers and Health Administrators at
all levels.

It contains twenty chapters with 160 tables and 39 charts. This report is an illustrative report which could be
used as a reference manual by the Deputy Directors of Health services.

I take this opportunity to place on record my sincere appreciation to all the Officers and staff members who
are involved in the task to bring out this beautiful and useful Report.

)

(S.Elango)
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